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Nutrition sets the foundation for human health and sustainable development, yet levels of malnutrition 

remain unacceptably high. One out of every two people on the planet is undernourished, micronutrient 

deficient, obese or some combination of all three. Malnutrition is also a serious drain to economic 

productivity and an enormous impediment to human progress as the impacts of poor nutrition are far-

reaching, cutting across generations. 

The most critical input into the post-2015 process,  the Open Working Group Proposal for Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), includes nutrition  in one of the 17 SDGs—Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture—with targets to ensure access to 

nutritious food and end malnutrition. 

There is broad consensus around a set of priority nutrition indicators for the new SDG framework. First, the 

SDG framework should include—at a minimum—indicators measuring all six global nutrition targets that were 

unanimously endorsed as priorities for action by 194 Member States as part of the 65th World Health 

Assembly (WHA). The WHA targets are based on strong scientific evidence and reflect a universal agenda to 

address multiple, interconnected forms of malnutrition. Second, an indicator on women’s minimum dietary 

diversity provides a much-needed, scientifically validated, measurement of diet quality and food 

consumption, reflecting the role of agriculture and food systems in promoting the health and wellbeing of 

people. Finally, as noted in the Global Nutrition Report, ensuring strong accountability in this area requires 

the measurement of national budget spending on nutrition.  
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Addressing the severity of the problem of malnutrition and ensuring progress on already agreed-upon global targets on nutrition 

requires the following indicators be included as part of the Sustainable Development Goals: 

 
These recommendations have been developed through consultation with a wide range of experts and stakeholders. Groups involved included: Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, Bread for the World, Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF), Columbia University, Concern Worldwide, UK Department for 

International Development (DFID), FANTA/FHI360, Global Nutrition Report, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Micronutrient Initiative, ONE, 

Sight and Life, The Hunger Project, Tufts University Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy, UNICEF, UN Standing Committee on Nutrition, US 

Agency for International Development (USAID), US State Department, World Bank, and 1,000 Days Partnership. This proposal does not necessarily reflect 

organizational positions.   

Area Indicator Relevant Goal/Target Area 

Global Nutrition 

Targets endorsed by 

Members States in 

the 65th World 

Health Assembly 

Prevalence of stunting (low height-for-age) in children under 5 Goal 2, Target 2.2 

Prevalence of wasting (low weight-for-height) in children under 5 Goal 2, Target 2.2 

Percentage of children less than six months old who are fed 

breast milk alone (no other liquids or food) 

Goal 2, Target 2.2and Target 2.1 and 

Goal 3, Target 3.2 

Percentage of women of reproductive age (15-49), including 

pregnant women, with anaemia 

Goal 2, Target 2.2 and Goal 3,  Target 

3.1 

Proportion of overweight in children under 5 
Goal 2, Target 2.2 and Goal 3,  Target 

3.4 

Percentage of infants born low birth weight (< 2,500 g or 5.5 lbs) 
Goal 2, Target 2.2 and Goal 3,  Target 

3.2 
 

Dietary Diversity 
Percentage of women, 15-49 years of age, who consume at least 

5 out of 10 defined food groups 
Goal 2, Target 2.1 

Policy Percentage of national budget allocated to nutrition Goal 2, Target 2.2a 
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